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Larry Jinks got nis 


on the family 


By I. William Hill 


The new president of the AP 
Managing Editors—Robert Larry 
Jinks, exeentive editor of the Miami 
Herald since 1972—may or may not 
be a born editor but, by the time he 
was aged 11, he'd become one. 

Jinks, elected APME head Oc- 
tober 17 in Williamsburg at the or- 
ganization’s annual convention, 
hat] become the editor of the Jinks 
Journal by the time he was in the 
vifth grade. The Jinks Journal, in 
ease there’s anyone who doesn't 
know, published a mixture of school 
news and round robin material 
editor Jinks was able to assemble 
from any and all the family by point- 
ing out they wouldn't have to write 
so many letters to relatives if they 
contributed to the Jinks Journal. 

Robert Haiman, managing editor 


of the St. Petersburg Times, recalled” 


to E&P being shown page one of 
Issue No. 8 of Volume 1 of the Jinks 
Journal, publish ed in May 1940. The 


banner read: “Aunt J udy visits Los 
Angeles.” 
One bit of famils: 2ews for which a 


reader of the Jinks Journal would 
look in vain, Saas because even 
the editor didn't LOW, Was W hy he 
was christened just “bane? not 
“Lawrence.” In Wiliam sburg, Jinks 
got awry smile when asked about it. 
He recalled being toid that, long be- 
fore he was born in Mt. Pleasant, 
Texas, in 1929, his father had hada 
fav orite calf by the name of “Lar- 
ry! 

So ingrained were the editing 
skills in young Larry Jinks, how- 
ever, that the first professional 
newspaper job he got after getting a 
BJ degree from the University of 
Missouri School of Journalism in 
1950, was not as a reporter, but as 
news editor of the Muskogee (Okla.) 
Times-Democrat. 

He recalled those days after com- 
ing in from a tennis game on the 
Williamsburg Inn courts, resplen- 
dent ina Rex Harrison type hat 
worn at a Rex Harrison type angle. 

“T remember a headline I wrote 


‘back then,” Jinks told E&P. “The 


45th National ‘Guard of Oklahoma 
was hot news In Muskogee and, 
when they were called to active 


orders 


-evena big story when the advent of 


the 45th in Louisiana produced a 


ea & PUBLICHER 


ere 
newsoaper 


keeping (probably kept.in sextupli- 
cate). Anyhow, over our story about 


the shortage I wrote a headline my ¢ 


‘friends’ have never forgetten: 
‘Functions of 5th Hampered by 
Paper Shortage.’ ” a 

Then, too, besides his obvious tal- 
ent for editing, Jinks may be the 
only newsman extant able to write a 
letter successful in getting a job. In 
Muskogee, he was called i in to ga to 
work as news editor simply on the 
evidence of a letter of application. 

“At the time they called me, T for- 
got to ask what the pay was,” Jinks 


-recalled. “I didn’t find out till I re- 


por ted for work.” ; * 

Then again, after Jinks had 
served two years in te army dur- 
ing the Korean war (teaching 
psychological warfare at Fort 


_ Bragg, North Carolina) Abether let- 


ter, this time to mariaging editor 
Miles Wolff of the Greensboro (N.C.) 
News, got him called in for another 
newspaper job, this time to perform 
as a police reporter. 

Itwas at about this time that Jinks 
began wondering if he wanted to 
end up as an editor or as a 
Washington correspondent. While 
thinking it over, he set about using 
the GI bill to get a master’s degree 
at the Columbia Journalism School 
in 1956. (Seven years later, as an 
editor, Jinks would be on the 50th 
anniversary honors list of the Col- 
umbia Journalism School). But, 
after gettmmg his master’s, it was 


back to reporting, this time covering 


city hall for the Charlotte (N.C) Ob- 
server. “It was also at this time,” 
Jinks said, “that I had some of my 
most interesting experiences cover= 
ing integration.” 

The editor in Jinks jaan’ t faded, 
however. He presently began to 
serve as Monday night assistant 
city editor and even to fill in on 
some editorial writing. In 1959, he 
was named city editor of the Char- 
lotte Observer. One year later, he 
left Charlotte :to become assistant. 
city editor of the Miami Herald. 

Jinks attended his first APMI:: 


convention in San Diego in 1966, the 


year he became managing editor 
after serving as city editor. and as- 
sigtant managing ‘éditor’ of the 
Miami ‘Herald. By. then, the 


_ duty at Camp Polk, » Habel n Lae peop gf re fens 1 
were to play t m Bist Por Reidas about fore fe RAL Cit sb O73 AR NDEF OLS 7 adn: 


As APME’s | new peentant: Jinks 
said he thinks that study of the 


QXCte Ene moe rt 
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“4 
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mn Scat 


salary tm twes satlinn , 


Lary Tinks 
to “Our Changing Newspapers,” 
which incidentally will be an integ 


ral part of the coming year’s 
tinuing studies. 


con- 


“The change isn’t just in technol 


ace. 


ogy,” Jinks said, “but editors need 
to think more about circulation and 
newspaper growth and prosperity 
when economics are against us and 
young people are reading: less.” 

He went on to sax that one thing 
APXE needs 1g more veneral par- 
ticipation. “We've got to help each 
other find what people want to read 
and how we can best give it to them. 
News is no longer what the old- 
timers thought it was. Ic used to be 
that public institutions definad 


~news. No longer. New news is how 


wv ents affeet people.” 

- As he talked, Jinks was chavac- 
“Pavistiealle intense and serious. “} 
keep reminding myself not to forget 
humor,” he said once. 

But serious and dedicated is what 
Jinks is and, as.a Florida competitor 
remarked during the APME con- 
vention, “He is one of the best or- 
ganized and coolest editors inthe 
business 

Unflappable Jinks may be at the 
office, but not at home with his wife,. 
Claire, and ther three children—- 
Laura Beth, Dantel Carlton Gvho 
has revived the Jinks Journal): and 
Beau Pottorff.. 


“Whenever Larry has to play | 


handyman,” Mrs. Jinks says, ‘I 


havé to‘take the children out of the _ 


plaster and hear 


rd for them to see . 


that language. But I'll tell you one | 
thing that’s for sure about Larry ° 


